St. Philip’s Anglican Church, Etobicoke
Ascension
May 17, 2026
10:30 Eucharist

We welcome you to worship this morning. Our celebration is joyful, reflective, playful
and reverent, as we thank God for new life through Jesus Christ in the power of the Holy
Spirit.

Baptized persons of any Church are welcome to receive Holy Communion. If you prefer
not to drink the wine, simply return to your seat having received the fullness of
Communion in the bread alone. The Diocese of Toronto does not permit dipping the
wafer into the cup (intinction).

If you prefer not to receive Communion but would like a blessing, please cross your
hands over your chest when you come forward to indicate this to the priest.



Gathering of the Community

We welcome the Reverend James Liu as our presider and preacher this morning.

Flowers today are to the honour and glory of God, and in loving memory of his
mother, Maria Manolis given by Tony Manolis.

Welcome - Land Acknowledgement and Thanksgiving

Creator, you made all people of every land in your image,
and entrusted them with the care of the earth.
It is our responsibility to give thanks and respect
to those who first occupied this land we are upon.
We give thanks to the Huron-Wendat,
Haudenosaunee, and Anishinabek Nations,
and the Mississauga of the Credit First Nation:
the first peoples of this land.
We offer our respect to those ancestors
who may be buried in this land.
We are also thankful for the gifts of the people of the land.
Creator let us be of good mind
to reconcile the mistreatment of this land
and those who have been displaced.
We give thanks for indigenous voices
in our Anglican Church of Canada.
Give us attentive ears to hear them, and sincere and open hearts
that we may embrace the work of reconciliation
to which you call your Church.
With thankful and respectful hearts, we pray in Your name,
Your Son the Peacemaker and the Sacred Spirit. Amen.

The prayer bell calls us to silent preparation

e Hymn Come, now is the time to worship

Come, now is the time to worship
Come, now is the time to give your heart
Come, just as you are to worship

Come, just as you are before your God
Come

One day every tongue will confess You are God
One day every knee will bow

Still the greatest treasure remains for those
Who gladly choose You now



Come, now is the time to worship
Come, now is the time to give your heart
Come, just as you are to worship

Come, just as you are before your God
Oh, come

One day every tongue will confess You are God
One day every knee will bow

Still the greatest treasure remains for those
Who gladly choose You now

Come everyone, come everyone
Every nation, every language
Give Him your heart, yeah

'Cause one day every tongue will confess You are God
One day every knee will bow

Still the greatest treasure remains for those

Who gladly choose You now

Willingly we choose to surrender our lives
Willingly our knees will bow

With all our heart, soul, mind and strength
We gladly choose You now

Come, now is the time to worship
Come, now is the time to give your heart

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia!
May his grace and peace be with you.
May he fill our hearts with joy.

Almighty God,

to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets
are hidden. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily
magnify your holy name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Collect of the Day
Let us pray.

Almighty God,

your Son Jesus Christ ascended to the throne of heaven
that he might rule over all things as Lord.

Keep the Church in the unity of the Spirit



and in the bond of his peace,

and bring the whole of creation to worship at his feet,
who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Breaking Open the Word

Acts 1:6-14 Reader: Michelle Parkin

6 When [the apostles] had come together, they asked [Jesus], “Lord, is this
the time when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He replied, “It is
not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own
authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon
you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria,
and to the ends of the earth.” ®When he had said this, as they were
watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 1* While
he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men
in white robes stood by them. ' They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you
stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from
you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into
heaven.” 2Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet,
which is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath day’s journey away. * When they had
entered the city, they went to the room upstairs where they were staying:
Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew
and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son
of James. 14 All these were constantly devoting themselves to prayer,
together with certain women, including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as
his brothers.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 47

Clap your hands, all you peoples,

give joyful shouts for the Holy One,
who is awesome and revered,
mighty sovereign over all the world.

The Holy One subdues nations under us,
sets them at our feet,

choosing for us our inheritance,

the pride of Jacob whom God loved.



The Holy One ascends amid acclamations
and the sound of the horn.
Sing praises, sing praises to our God!
Sing, O sing to the divine Majesty!

The Holy new reigns over the world!
Sing hymns of praise
to the One seated on a holy throne,
supreme over all nations.
The leaders of the people assemble
with the people of Abraham’s God.
For the rulers of the earth belong to the Holy One
the One who is highly exalted.

Ephesians 1. 15-23 Reader: Flora Ezumba

5] have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your lovelal towards all
the saints, and for this reason I do not cease to give thanks for you as I
remember you in my prayers. I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus
Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation
as you come to know him, 8so that, with the eyes of your heart
enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has called you,
what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, 1 and
what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe,
according to the working of his great power. 2 God®! put this power to
work in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his
right hand in the heavenly places, ? far above all rule and authority and
power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in
this age but also in the age to come. 22 And he has put all things under his
feet and has made him the head over all things for the church, 2 which is
his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.
Thanks be to God.
i Hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah!

The Holy Gospel: John 17:20-26

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Jesus said, "I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of those
who will believe in me through their word, that they may all be one.


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians%201.%2015-23%20%20%20%20%20&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-29205a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians%201.%2015-23%20%20%20%20%20&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-29210b

As you, Father, are in me and I am in you, may they also be in us, so that
the world may believe that you have sent me. The glory that you have
given me I have given them, so that they may be one, as we are one, I in
them and you in me, that they may become completely one, so that the
world may know that you have sent me and have loved them even as you
have loved me. Father, I desire that those also, whom you have given me,
may be with me where I am, to see my glory, which you have given me
because you loved me before the foundation of the world. Righteous
Father, the world does not know you, but I know you; and these know
that you have sent me. I made your name known to them, and I will make
it known, so that the love with which you have loved me may be in them,
and I in them."

The Gospel of Christ.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

i Hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah!

Sermon: The Reverend James Liu

Affirmation of Faith

Alleluia, we believe!
And, believing, we sing “Alleluia!”

In the God of life and goodness,
In the Christ who brings us home,
In the Spirit who comforts and keeps us,
Alleluia, we believe!
And, believing, we sing “Alleluia!”

In our many gifts for serving,
In the call of each disciple,
In the church whose work is love,
Alleluia, we believe!
And, believing, we sing “Alleluia!”

In the saints who pray for us,
In the scriptures that bring us truth,
In the sacraments that give grace,
Alleluia, we believe!
And, believing, we sing “Alleluia!”

In the hope of resurrection,
In the rising to eternal life,



In the dawning of God'’s reign,
Alleluia, we believe!
And, believing, we sing “Alleluia!”

May we ever be true to all we believe,
And, our song ever be “Alleluia!” Amen.

Prayers of the People Leader: Robbie Walker

Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our
broken world, let us pray for the needs of all creation.

A brief silence.

O God, your people sing praises throughout the church. By your Holy
Spirit, inspire musicians, deacons, priests, and bishops to proclaim the
gospel of Jesus. We pray for Tracy, our music director and for our choir; and
we pray for our clergy: Greg, our deacon; Mike, our Incumbent; Kevin,
Ryscilla and Andrew our Bishops; Anne our Metropolitan; and Shane our
Primate. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Your creative power fills the universe. Bring favorable weather, nurture
plants and animals, protect us from natural disasters, and guide us to care
for all you have made. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Your justice is exercised in society by those in authority. Instill in political
leaders, business leaders, school administrators, and all who care for others
a desire for peace and equity. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Your compassion and care come through the gifts of medicine and
relationships. Soothe the anxious, protect widows and orphans, comfort
those living with memory loss and their families, and heal the sick. Today
we pray for those who are ill or are facing urgent medical issues: especially
Charles, Heather, Danielle, Emmanuel, Karen, Mark J., Ross, Brenda M,
Robbie, and James; and those we know who live with ongoing health issues:
Danny, Carley, Geoff, Carolyn, Teslyn, Patrick, Daniel, Dave, Myrna, Ruth,
Diana, Patricia J., Fred, Jackson, Hugh, and Everton.

Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Your love radiates from communities gathered in your name. Bless those
experiencing significant transitions in life such as graduation, retirement,
new employment, or moving and accompany us in our prayers during these
times. Merciful God, receive our prayer.



Your love is ours to share. We pray for the ministry of Deacon Greg, carried
out in the wider community; for his spiritual care of the residents at
Wesburn Manor and Castleview Wychwood Towers. We also pray for the
congregation we serve with our monthly Eucharist at the Village of Humber
Heights. Bless all those in these residences that we serve and with whom we
worship and share the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Merciful God, receive our prayer.

O God, your promise of eternal life is certain and sure. Inspire us by the
steadfast faith of those who have gone before us, so that we may be
confident in the assurances you give. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good
news of new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Saviour.
Amen.

Confession and Absolution

Dear friends in Christ,

God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy;
welcoming sinners and inviting them to his table.

Let us confess our sins, confident in God’s forgiveness.

Silence is kept.

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us,
that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your name. Amen.

Almighty God have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all
your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you
in eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

This is the Good News — the grave is empty, Christ is risen.
Hallelujah!



This is the Good News — the light shines in the darkness
and the darkness can never put it out.
Hallelujah!

This is the Good News — once we were no people,
now we are God’s people.
Hallelujah!

Christ is our peace,
the indestructible peace we now share with each other.
The peace of the Lord be always with you!

And also with you!

The Offertory

Hymn 405 Alleluia No.1

Refrain:

Alleluia, alleluia!

Give thanks to the risen Lord.
Alleluia, alleluia!

Give praise to His name.

Jesus is Lord of all the earth;
He is the king of creation.
Refrain
Spread the good news o’er all the earth:
Jesus has died and is risen.
Refrain
We have been crucified with Christ:
Now we shall live forever.
Refrain
Come, let us praise the living God,

Joyfully sing to our Saviour.
Refrain

Prayer over the Gifts

Eternal God,

our Saviour Jesus Christ

has promised to be with us until the end of time.
Accept all we offer you this day,

and renew us in his transfigured life;

for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.



The Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Blessed are you, gracious God,

creator of heaven and earth;

we give you thanks and praise

through Jesus Christ our Lord,

who after his glorious resurrection
appeared to his disciples,

and in their sight ascended into heaven
to prepare a place for us;

that where he is, there we might also be,
and reign with him in glory.

Therefore we praise you with angels and archangels
and with all the company of heaven,
who for ever sing this hymn

to proclaim the glory of your name.

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

We give thanks to you, Lord our God,

for the goodness and love

you have made known to us in creation;

in calling Israel to be your people;

in your Word spoken through the prophets;
and above all in the Word made flesh,

Jesus your Son.

For in these last days you sent him

to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary,

to be the Saviour and Redeemer of the world.
In him, you have delivered us from evil,
and made us worthy to stand before you.



In him, you have brought us
out of error into truth,

out of sin into righteousness,
out of death into life.

On the night he was handed over

to suffering and death,

a death he freely accepted,

our Lord Jesus Christ took bread;

and when he had given thanks to you,
he broke it, and gave it to his disciples,
and said, “Take, eat:

this is my body which is given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine;
and when he had given thanks,

he gave it to them,

and said, “Drink this, all of you:

this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many
for the forgiveness of sins.

Whenever you drink it,

do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore, Father, according to his command,
we remember his death,
we proclaim his resurrection,
we await his coming in glory;

and we offer our sacrifice

of praise and thanksgiving

to you, Lord of all;

presenting to you, from your creation,
this bread and this wine.

We pray you, gracious God,

to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts,
that they may be the sacrament

of the body of Christ

and his blood of the new covenant.

Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice,

that we, made acceptable in him,

may be sanctified by the Holy Spirit.



In the fullness of time,

reconcile all things in Christ,

and make them new,

and bring us to that city of light

where you dwell with all your sons and daughters;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,

the firstborn of all creation,

the head of the Church,

and the author of our salvation;

by whom, and with whom, and in whom,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

all honour and glory are yours, almighty Father,
now and for ever. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
As our Saviour taught us, let us pray.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,

your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily

bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. For the

kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and for ever.
Amen.

Breaking of the Bread

Lord, we died with you on the cross.
Now we are raised to new life.
We were buried in your tomb.
Now we share in your resurrection.
Live in us, that we may live in you.

The gifts of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God.

Those worshipping at home are invited to pray the Prayer for Spiritual Communion:

Jesus, I believe that you are present with us

in the sacrament of bread and wine.

I'love you and 1 desire your presence afresh in my life.
Since I cannot now receive the bread and wine of the altar,
come spiritually into my heart.

I embrace you and unite myself to you;

never let me be separated from you. Amen.



Server: Areana Maina, Communion Assistant: Bawo Bawo-Oteri

Light of a Clear Blue Morning - sung by Maddy

Enlighten the eyes of my heart, O God
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e, Multi-Lingual Grace

Miigwech

Gan xie ni
Ekele

Asante (Repeats)

For justice, peace, and freedom
Thank you, Lord

For reconciliation
Thank you, Lord!

For joy, and pain, and caring
Thank you, Lord!

For your abundant blessings
Thank you, Lord!

Miigwech

Gan xie ni
Ekele

Asante (Repeats)

Olw’ ebirunji byonna ( For all the beautiful things)
Webale (thank you)

Olw’o okwagala kwo gwe ( For your endless love)
Webale (thank you)

Olwa Famire zaffe ( For our families)
Webale ( thank you)



Olw’emikwano gyaffe ( for our friends)
Webale ( thank you)

Miigwech......

Olw’emirimu gyaffe (for our jobs)
Webale (thank you)

Olwa obulamu bwaffe (for our lives)
Webale (thank you)

Olwa amagezi gonna ( for all the wisdom)
Webale (thank you)

Olw’ ebirunji byonna ( For all the beautiful things)
Webale (thank you)

Miigwech......

Let us pray.

Eternal Giver of love and power,

your Son Jesus Christ has sent us into all the world
to preach the gospel of his kingdom.

Confirm us in this mission,

and help us to live the good news we proclaim;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Glory to God,
whose power, working in us,
can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine.
Glory to God from generation to generation,
in the Church and in Christ Jesus, forever and ever.
Amen.

Announcements

® Recital — Sunday, May 24 at 4pm — Featuring Melody Chan (pianist).
Pay-what-you-can.

e St. Philips - Spring Sale — Saturday May 30th from 9:30am to 2.00pm —
Donations are welcome. For info speak to Rosalind.

e Lunch of Nigerian Dishes - Saturday, June 6th 2026 - 1pm to 4pm at the
Parish Hall - Ticket - Adults $20, Youth $10 and kids FREE (0-10yrs) -
Please contact Rosalind or Azuh to purchase tickets.

All proceeds will be donated to the church’s roof replacement.



e Father Mike and Tracy will be on holiday from May 4th-19th. The Rev.
James Liu will preach and preside on Sunday, May 10th and 17th. Maddy
MacGregor will lead the congregational singing.

If the need for urgent pastoral care should arise, please contact Deacon
Greg at 647-230-1579. He will arrange for appropriate care as needed.

e Wednesday morning Eucharist and Bible Study will resume Wednesday,
May 20 at 10am.

o The next Choir practice will be held on Saturday, May 23rd from 3pm-
5pm. All are welcome!

Final Blessing

May Christ who by death has destroyed death,

give you all courage and joy in believing

and the blessing of God our Creator,

Redeemer and Giver of Life, be with you always.
Amen.

Hymn 505 Be Thou My Vision

1. Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart;
naught be all else to me, save that thou art—
thou my best thought, by day or by night,
waking or sleeping, thy presence my light.

2. Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true Word;
I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord;
thou my great Father; thine own may I be,
thou in me dwelling, and I one with thee.

3. Riches I heed not, nor the world’s empty praise;
thou mine inheritance, now and always:
thou and thou only, first in my heart,
high King of heaven, my treasure thou art.

4. High King of heaven, when vict'ry is won
may I reach heaven’s joys, bright heaven’s Sun!
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall,
still be my vision, O Ruler of all.


http://647-230-1579.he/

Alleluia!

Followers of Jesus,

inspired by the Holy Spirit,

serve the world God loves.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!
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