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Pentecost 13  

August 23, 2026  
10:00am Holy Eucharist 

 

 
 

We welcome you to worship this morning. Our celebration is joyful, reflective, playful 

and reverent, as we thank God for new life through Jesus Christ in the power of the Holy 

Spirit. 
 

Baptized persons of any Church are welcome to receive Holy Communion. If you prefer 

not to drink the wine, simply return to your seat having received the fullness of 

Communion in the bread alone. The Diocese of Toronto does not permit dipping the 

wafer into the cup (intinction). 
 

If you prefer not to receive Communion but would like a blessing, please cross your 

hands over your chest when you come forward to indicate this to the priest.  
 
 



Gathering of the Community  
 

 

 

Flowers today are to the honour and glory of God, and in joyful celebration and 

heartfelt thanksgiving for all the blessings for his birthday given by Colvin Lashley.  
 

Welcome - Land Acknowledgement and Thanksgiving 
  

Creator, you made all people of every land in your image, 

and entrusted them with the care of the earth.  

It is our responsibility to give thanks and respect  

to those who first occupied this land we are upon. 

We give thanks to the Huron-Wendat,  

Haudenosaunee, and Anishinabek Nations,  

and the Mississauga of the Credit First Nation: 

the first peoples of this land.  

We offer our respect  

to those ancestors who may be buried in this land.  

We are also thankful for the gifts of the people of the land. 

Creator let us be of good mind  

to reconcile the mistreatment of this land  

and those who have been displaced.   

We give thanks for Indigenous voices  

in our Anglican Church of Canada.  

Give us attentive ears to hear them, and sincere and open hearts  

that we may embrace the work of reconciliation  

to which you call your Church. 

With thankful and respectful hearts, we pray in your name,  

Your Son the Peacemaker and the Sacred Spirit. Amen. 
 

The prayer bell calls us to silent preparation 
 

Hymn 328 Lo, God Is Here! Let Us Adore 
 

1. Lo! God is here; let us adore, 

and own how dreadful is this place; 

let all within us feel God’s pow'r, 

and humbly bow before God’s face. 

Who knows God’s pow'r, Her grace who proves, 

serve Him with awe, with rev'rence love. 
 

2. Lo! God is here, whom day and night 

united choirs of angels praise; 

to God, enthroned above all height, 

the host of heav'n their anthems raise. 

Disdain not, Lord, our meaner song, 

who praise Thee with a stamm'ring tongue. 



 

3. Almighty Nurturer, may our praise 

Thy courts with grateful fragrance fill; 

still may we stand before Thy face, 

still hear and do Thy sov'reign will. 

To God whom earth and heav'n adore, 

be praise and glory evermore. 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,  

and the love of God, 

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit,  

be with you all. 

And also with you. 
 

Almighty God, 

to you all hearts are open, all desires known,  

and from you no secrets are hidden.  

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts  

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,  

that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy 

name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Let us pray. 
 

Living God,  

you accept our stumbling faith,  

our misplaced answers, our false horizons,  

and through them you build a way of peace.  

Empower and enable us to bind the wounds of the world   

and loose the bonds of oppression,  

so that all may confess the grace that is your work alone;  

through Jesus Christ, your anointed one. Amen. 
 

Breaking Open the Word 
 

 
 

Exodus 1.8 - 2.10                 Reader: Kathy Bignell. J 
 

Now a new king arose over Egypt, who did not know Joseph. He said to his 

people, "Look, the Israelite people are more numerous and more powerful 

than we. Come, let us deal shrewdly with them, or they will increase and, in 

the event of war, join our enemies and fight against us and escape from the 

land." Therefore they set taskmasters over them to oppress them with forced 

labour. They built supply cities, Pithom and Rameses, for Pharaoh. But the 

more they were oppressed, the more they multiplied and spread, so that the 

Egyptians came to dread the Israelites. The Egyptians became ruthless in 

imposing tasks on the Israelites, and made their lives bitter with hard 



service in mortar and brick and in every kind of field labour. They were 

ruthless in all the tasks that they imposed on them. The king of Egypt said 

to the Hebrew midwives, one of whom was named Shiphrah and the other 

Puah, "When you act as midwives to the Hebrew women, and see them on 

the birthstool, if it is a boy, kill him; but if it is a girl, she shall live." But the 

midwives feared God; they did not do as the king of Egypt commanded 

them, but they let the boys live. So the king of Egypt summoned the 

midwives and said to them, "Why have you done this, and allowed the boys 

to live?" The midwives said to Pharaoh, "Because the Hebrew women are 

not like the Egyptian women; for they are vigorous and give birth before the 

midwife comes to them." So God dealt well with the midwives; and the 

people multiplied and became very strong. And because the midwives 

feared God, he gave them families. Then Pharaoh commanded all his 

people, "Every boy that is born to the Hebrews you shall throw into the 

Nile, but you shall let every girl live." Now a man from the house of Levi 

went and married a Levite woman. The woman conceived and bore a son; 

and when she saw that he was a fine baby, she hid him three months. When 

she could hide him no longer she got a papyrus basket for him, and 

plastered it with bitumen and pitch; she put the child in it and placed it 

among the reeds on the bank of the river. His sister stood at a distance, to 

see what would happen to him. The daughter of Pharaoh came down to 

bathe at the river, while her attendants walked beside the river. She saw the 

basket among the reeds and sent her maid to bring it. When she opened it, 

she saw the child. He was crying, and she took pity on him, "This must be 

one of the Hebrews' children," she said. Then his sister said to Pharaoh's 

daughter, "Shall I go and get you a nurse from the Hebrew women to nurse 

the child for you?" Pharaoh's daughter said to her, "Yes." So the girl went 

and called the child's mother. Pharaoh's daughter said to her, "Take this 

child and nurse it for me, and I will give you your wages." So the woman 

took the child and nursed it. When the child grew up, she brought him to 

Pharaoh's daughter, and she took him as her son. She named him Moses, 

"because," she said, "I drew him out of the water." 
 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 124 
We sing the Refrain twice through at the beginning and the end, once elsewhere. 

 

 
 



 

 Our help is in the Name of the Holy One. (repeat)                                                                     ..   
 

If the Holy One had not been with us ― 

let Israel now say ― 

“If the Holy One had not been with us 

  when enemies attacked us, 

they would have swallowed us alive, 

so furious was their anger against us. 

The waters would have swept us away, 

the torrents crashed over us, 

the raging waters drowned us.” 
 

 Our help is in the Name of the Holy One.                                                                     .. 
 

Blessed be the Holy One, 

who did not make us prey to their teeth. 

We escaped like a bird from a hunter’s snare; 

the trap broke so we could escape. 

Our help is in the name of the Holy One, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

 Our help is in the Name of the Holy One. (repeat)                                                                     .. 
 

Romans 12. 1-8       Reader: Joan Barltrop 
 

I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to 

present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which 

is your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this world, but be 

transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what 

is the will of God - what is good and acceptable and perfect. For by the grace 

given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more 

highly than you ought to think, but to think with sober judgement, each 

according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. For as in one body 

we have many members, and not all the members have the same function, 

so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are 

members one of another. We have gifts that differ according to the grace 

given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; ministry, in ministering; the 

teacher, in teaching; the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the 

leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness. 
 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

Hal – le, hal – le, hal – le ‘  lu – jah! (X3) 
                                                          .. 

    Hal - le – lu – jah!  ‘ Hal – le – lu – jah!  



The Holy Gospel: Matthew 16. 13-20 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his 

disciples, "Who do people say that the Son of Man is?" And they said, "Some 

say John the Baptist, but others Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the 

prophets." He said to them, "But who do you say that I am?" Simon Peter 

answered, "You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God." And Jesus 

answered him, "Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood 

has not revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven. And I tell you, you 

are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades 

will not prevail against it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, 

and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you 

loose on earth will be loosed in heaven." Then he sternly ordered the 

disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah. 
 

The Gospel of Christ. 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

 Hal – le, hal – le, hal – le ‘  lu – jah! (X3) 
                                                          .. 

     Hal - le – lu – jah!  ‘ Hal – le – lu – jah!  

 

Sermon: The Reverend Mike Stuchbery 
 

Affirmation of Faith 
 

  

 
 

I believe in God, 

the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the Virgin Mary.                                                             

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven,  

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 



 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Prayers of the People 
 

 

Leader: Og Bawo-Oteri 
 

 

We sit or kneel as we are most attentive for prayer. 
 

With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in 

need, and all of God’s creation. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

God, our rock, you are the foundation on which the church is built. Strengthen 

and encourage your faithful people everywhere they gather, that they boldly 

proclaim your word of life to all the world. Strengthen our current leaders and 

give them the wisdom to guide us, praying especially for our wardens, 

Rosalind, Ashani, Debbie and Andrew; our staff, Tracy, Amanda and Charles; 

for Greg, our deacon; Mike, our Incumbent; Kevin, Ryscilla and Andrew our 

Bishops; Anne our Metropolitan; and Shane our Primate.   

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

You spoke and all creation came into being. Field and forest, wetland and 

wilderness—all reveal your glory. Sustain and nourish your creation, especially 

here in the Great Lakes region. Teach us to be wise stewards of all you have 

made. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

You bring deliverance to nations and peoples. Come to the aid of nations 

experiencing war, conflict, disease, famine, and disaster. Guide the work of 

relief agencies and peacemaking organizations, and bring wisdom to the 

negotiations for peace between Iran and the United States; and Israel, Lebanon 

and Palestine. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

You regard the lowly and hear us when we cry out to you. Be present among all 

who struggle with addiction, housing insecurity, incarceration, and mental 

illness, that they know they are not alone. And we pray especially today for 

those we know who are ill or are facing urgent medical issues: Heather, 

Emmanuel, Karen, Brenda M, Robbie, and James; and those we know who live 

with ongoing health issues: Danny, Carley, Geoff, Carolyn, Teslyn, Patrick, 

Daniel, Dave, Myrna, Ruth, Diana, Patricia J., Fred, Jackson, Everton, Lilian and 

Patricia S.  Hear our prayers for all in need this day.  

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

 



You draw together people with differing gifts. Lift up the many and varied gifts 

and talents of this congregation and strengthen the bonds of fellowship that all 

may be united as the body of Christ. We pray especially for the ministry of 

Deacon Greg, carried out in the wider community; for his spiritual care of the 

residents at Wesburn Manor and Castleview Wychwood Towers. We also pray 

for the congregation we serve with our monthly Eucharist at the Village of 

Humber Heights. Bless all those in these residences that we serve and with 

whom we worship and share the gospel of Jesus Christ.  

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

Your steadfast love endures forever. We give thanks for the faithful who died in 

the hope of this promise. Strengthen us in faith until the day we join them at 

your eternal banquet. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we ask 

in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Dear friends in Christ, 

God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy; 

welcoming sinners 

and inviting them to this table. 

Let us confess our sins, confident in God’s forgiveness. 
 

The prayer bell calls us into silence 
 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us and forgive us, 

that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your name. Amen. 
 

Almighty God have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all 

your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you 

in eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 
 

Confession and Absolution 
 

 



 

The Peace 
 

 
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

And also with you. 
 

The Offertory 
 

 
 

 

Hymn One in Christ Jesus 
 

Refrain: 

There is one body and there is one Spirit, 

There is one hope and there is one Lord. 

We are His body, one in the Spirit, 

One in Christ Jesus the Lord, 

One in Christ Jesus the Lord 
 

1. Live a life worthy of your calling 

in humility, kindness, and patience, 

bearing with one another lovingly.  refrain 

2. Make every effort to uphold 

the unity that comes from the Spirit 

joined as one people in the peace of Christ. refrain 

3. As we proclaim the truth in love 

and grow to the fullness of Christ 

through Him St. Philip’s is joined as one.    refrain 
 

Prayer over the Gifts 
 

Let us pray. 
 

God of glory,  

receive all we offer this day as a symbol of our love,  

and increase in us that true and perfect gift.  

We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 
 

 
 

The Lord be with you.  

And also with you.  

Lift up your hearts.  

We lift them to the Lord.  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 

 

 



It is indeed right to thank you and praise you,  

holy and gracious God,  

creator of all things,  

ruler of heaven and earth, sustainer of life,  

for you are the source of all goodness,  

rich in mercy and abounding in love;  

you are faithful to your people in every generation,  

and your word endures for ever.  
 

Therefore with angels and archangels,  

with the fellowship of saints and the company of heaven,  

we glorify your holy name,  

evermore praising you and singing, 
 

You are holy, you are whole. 

You are always ever more 

than we ever understand. 

You are always at hand. 

Blesséd are you coming near. 

Blesséd are you coming here 

 to your church in wine and bread, 

 raised from soil, raised from dead. 
  

You are holy, you are wholeness,  you are present. 

 Let the cosmos praise you, Lord! 

 Sing hosanna in the highest! 

 Sing hosanna!  Sing hosanna to our God!  
 

We praise you, merciful Father,  

not as we ought, but as we are able,  

because in your tender love  

you gave the world your only Son,  

in order that the world might be saved through him.  

He made you known by taking the form of a servant,  

healing the sick, liberating the oppressed,  

reaching out to the lost.  

Betrayed, reviled, and nailed to the cross,  

he confronted the power of sin  

and disarmed it for ever.  

In his offering of himself,  

he became the perfect and sufficient sacrifice  

for the sins of the whole world.  

Redeemed by Christ,  

we have been adopted as your children;  



 

by your pardon  

you have made us worthy to praise you.  
 

On the night he was betrayed,  

Jesus, at supper with his friends,  

took bread, gave you thanks, broke the bread,  

gave it to them, and said,  

“Take and eat: this is my body which is given for you.  

Do this for the remembrance of me.”  
 

After supper he took the cup of wine,  

and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said,  

“Drink this all of you: this is my blood of the new covenant  

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.  

Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”  
 

In obedience to him and with grateful hearts  

we approach your holy table,  

remembering our Saviour’s sacrifice,  

and rejoicing in his victory.  

Confident in his sovereign purpose, we declare our faith.  
 

Christ has died,  

Christ is risen,  

Christ will come again.  
 

Send your Holy Spirit on us  

that as we receive this bread and this cup  

we may partake of the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ,  

and feed on him in our hearts by faith with thanksgiving.  
 

May we be renewed in his risen life,  

filled with love,  

and strengthened in our will to serve others;  

and make of our lives, we pray, 

a pure and holy sacrifice, acceptable to you,  

knitting us together as one in your Son Jesus Christ,  

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,  

be all honour and glory, now and forever.  

  Amen. 

 

 

 
 



The Lord’s Prayer, Breaking of Bread & Invitation to 

Communion 

 

       

As our Saviour taught us, let us pray. 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,  

your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  

Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom,  

the power, and the glory are yours, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

Creator of all, 

you gave us golden fields of wheat, 

whose many grains we have gathered 

and made into this one bread. 

So may your Church be gathered 

from the ends of the earth 

into your kingdom. 
 

The gifts of God for the people of God. 

  Thanks be to God. 
 

Those worshipping at home are invited to pray the Prayer for Spiritual Communion: 
 

Jesus, I believe that you are present with us in the sacrament of bread and wine.  

I love you and I desire your presence afresh in my life.  

Since I cannot now receive the bread and wine of the altar,  

come spiritually into my heart.  I embrace you and unite myself to you;  

never let me be separated from you.  Amen. 
 

Server: Mieke Nicholson, Assistant: Andrew Batte 
 

Hymn 73 One Bread One Body   
 

Refrain 

One bread, one body, one Lord of all 

one cup of blessing which we bless ― 

and we, though many, throughout the earth, 

we are one body in this one Lord.  
 

1. Gentile or Jew, servant or free, 

 woman or man, no more. 

Refrain 
 

2. Many the gifts, many the works, 

 one in the Lord of all. 

Refrain  
 



 

3. Grain for the fields, scattered and grown, 

 gathered to one for all. 

 Refrain 
 

Hymn 500 Won’t you, Let Me Be Your Servant 
 

1. Won’t you, let me be your servant, 

 let me be as Christ to you; 

 pray that I may have the grace to 

 let you be my servant too. 
 

2. We are pilgrims on a journey, 

 fellow travellers on the road; 

 we are here to help each other 

 walk the mile and bear the load. 
 

3. I will hold the Christ-light for you 

 in the nighttime of your fear; 

 I will hold my hand out to you, 

 speak the peace you long to hear. 
 

4. I will weep when you are weeping; 

 when you laugh I’ll laugh with you. 

 I will share your joy and sorrow 

 till we’ve seen this journey through. 
 

5. When we sing to God in heaven, 

 we shall find such harmony, 

 born of all we’ve known together 

 of Christ’s love and agony. 
 

6. Won’t you, let me be your servant, 

 let me be as Christ to you; 

 pray that I may have the grace to  

 let you be my servant too. 
 

 Multi-Lingual Grace 
 

 Miigwech 

 Gan xie ni 

  Ekele 

  Asante (Repeats) 
 

 For justice, peace, and freedom 

 Thank you, Lord 

 For reconciliation 

 Thank you, Lord! 



 For joy, and pain, and caring 

 Thank you, Lord! 

 For your abundant blessings 

 Thank you, Lord! 
 

 Miigwech…….. 
  

Olw’ ebirunji byonna ( For all the beautiful things) 

Webale (thank you) 

Olw’o okwagala kwo gwe ( For your endless love) 

Webale (thank you) 

Olwa Famire zaffe ( For our  families) 

Webale ( thank you) 

Olw’emikwano gyaffe ( for our friends) 

Webale ( thank you) 
  

 Miigwech…….. 
 

Olw’emirimu gyaffe (for our jobs) 

Webale (thank you) 

Olwa obulamu bwaffe (for our lives) 

Webale (thank you) 

Olwa amagezi gonna  ( for all the wisdom) 

Webale (thank you) 

Olw’ ebirunji byonna ( For all the beautiful things) 

 Webale (thank you) 
 

Miigwech…….. 
 

Prayer After Communion 
 

 
 

Let us pray.  
 

Living God,  

increase in us the healing power of your love.  

Guide and direct us that we may please you in all things,  

for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Glory to God, 

whose power, working in us,  

can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine. 

Glory to God from generation to generation,  

in the Church and in Christ Jesus, for ever and ever.  

   Amen. 

 
 



 

Announcements 
 

 
 

● Our summer schedule: For July, August and the first two Sundays of 
September, there will be one Sunday service only at 10:00am, followed by 
refreshments on the lawn outside the main entrance of the church. 
 

● Monthly Eucharist at the Village of Humber Heights (2245 Lawrence 
Avenue West) - this Thursday (May 28th) at 11:00am. Volunteers are 
always welcome. Please speak to Fr. Mike. 
 

Final Blessing, Hymn & Dismissal  
 

May God keep you in all your days. 

May Christ shield you in all your ways. 

May the Spirit bring you healing and peace. 

May the Holy Trinity drive all darkness from you 

and pour upon you blessing and light. Amen. 
 

Final Hymn 484 In Christ There Is No East or West 
 

1. In Christ there is no east or west, 

In him no south or north, 

But one great family bound by love 

Throughout the whole wide earth. 
 

2. In Christ shall true hearts everywhere 

Their high communion find; 

His service is the golden cord 

Close binding humankind. 
 

3. Join hands, companions in the faith, 

Whate'er your race may be! 

Who loves and serves the one in him, 

Throughout the whole wide earth. 
 

4. In Christ now meet both east and west; 

In him meet south and north, 

All Christly souls are one in him 

Throughout the whole wide earth. 

 

Followers of Jesus, inspired by the Holy Spirit, 

serve the world God loves. 

Thanks be to God. 
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